Contrary, however to my expectations, no action of the bowels took place; the pain, though frequent, was not constant, nor yet alarming, nor was the vomiting. I was called to her first on the Thursday, she having then laboured under the above symptoms three days ; she continued in the same state for three days longer, without any action of the bowels, notwithstanding my continued endeavours to procure it by aperients and injections.
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At this period the matter vomited had a foecal appearance, which the next day was increased, with a very offensive smell. The pain was not severe, and was not felt much, except on turning upon the left side : this position caused pain and vomiting, so also did the taking of either food or medicine ; there was no tension, and but a slight soreness of the abdomen. Considering that this u-as a case of extraordinary anti-peristaltic action, I gave the croton oil, in doses Mkuico-ciiikuugical Review. [June of three and four drops, with a hope of producing a revulse of the peristaltic movements; this, however, only caused increased vomiting, as did all aperient medicines. 1 enquired if she was the subject of rupture, she answered that she was not, but as I afterwards found, she did not know what I meant. I was not very minute in my enquiries upon this point, because I did not regard the symptoms as indicating any strangulation of the bowels. Upon the fourth day, her countenance began to exhibit signs of sinking, and the pulse was getting feeble and fluttering; these symptoms slowly and gradually, but progressively increased. After she had continued thus until Thursday, being one week from the day I was first called to her, she slightly mentioned to me that she had a swelling on the side of the abdomen, which had existed twenty years. Upon examining, I found a ventral hernia, having upon its surface the appearance of an old cicatrix. It was situated to the left of the umbilicus, and some little distance below it.
Upon enquiry I found this hernia had existed ever since the birth of her first child, and that there had been a sore upon the surface of the skin at its first formation, and that no alteration or change in it had occurred since. It was soon evident that this hernia was not strangulated; it was not tense ; pressure upon it gave no pain ; it receded under the touch, and passed readily into the abdomen, with a slight gurgling noise, but returned when the pressure was removed. The pain, which had all along been in the bowels, was it, a circumstance which had never occurred previous to the operation. I saw her again in two hour?, and found that she had passed some foecal matter from the bowels, for the first time since her illness, and that the hiccup had very much abated; her countenance now wore a less anxious appearance, but her pulse continued very low and fluttering, and she still felt a great sense of sinking, but rather less than usual. She continued in this manner for three days, slowly improving. I gave her aperient medicines and injections, which did not operate very freely. On the third day I gave her a strong dose of aperients, which produced copious discharges ; the pulse after this immediately began to rise, the sense of sinking almost instantly went off, and she rapidly recovered," 8. Whether any operation of this kind is likely to be generally adopted by the profession we shall not pretend to decide, suffice it that the above was its issue in Mr. Stephens's canine friend. We fear that our limits will prevent our noticing that portion of the work which treats of mechanical obstruction of the bowels within the abdomen. We may say that the author displays much acuteness in his observations, and great boldness (shall we say temerity ?) in his methodus medendi, or rather operandi. Those who wish to learn his particular views may consult the work itself, of which we can sincerely pronounce a favourable opinion, although we are far from agreeing in every respect with the author. It is for the public to decide who is right and who is wrong, and no doubt Mr. Stephens is perfectly willing to submit to its ordeal.
